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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references cited in the attached copies of two Japanese Ofifice Actions 
in the counteipart Japanese applications (Serial No. 2002-221814 and No. 2002-221949) with the English 
translations, and listed on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, where 
required, as are either statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent portions of 
any non-English language references. 

I A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application{s), published application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be 
related to the present application. In accordance with the waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 dated September 21, 2004, copies 
of the cited pending applications are not provided. Cited published and/or issued patents, if any, are listed on the 
attached PTO form 1 449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

H Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a commimication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 
payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit accoimt nimiber 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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Kentaro TORII, et al. 
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GROUP 
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DOCUMENT 
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COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 11 
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AC 


2002-099710 


04/05/2002 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




AD 


2002-123635 


04/26/2002 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




AE 


2002-049449 


02/15/2002 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




AF 


2002-140591 


05/17/2002 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




AG 


2002-117216 


04/19/2002 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




AH 


2001-312588 


11/09/2001 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 




Al 


2002-140395 


05/17/2002 


Japan (w/ English at>stract) 




X 1 




AJ 


2000-040099 


02/08/2000 


Japan (w/ English abstract) 




X 1 
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OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 





AN 


Tatsuhiko Hayashi. "Improvennent of factory by apparent improvement — reduction in leadtime by infomriation sharing and 
business improvemenr, Nikkei Digital Engineering, Nikkei BP, July 15. 1998. pages 78-82 




AO 


Taigen Sato, "Utilization of infonnation tool for optimization of distribution", Keiso. Kogyo Gijutsu Sha. May 1, 2001, Voi. 44, 
No. 6, pages 76-80 




AP 


Shigeki Ohyama, "Group infomiation strategies for surviving consolidation age", Nikkei Infomnation Strategy. Nikkei BP, 
January 24. 2000, Vol. 9, No. 1. pages 20-37 




AQ 


Katsumi Shigematsu, "Innovative Algorithm of Scheduling-Lagrangian Decomposition and Coordination Method", Science of 
Management, Operations Research, Operations Research of Japan, June 1 , 2000, Vol 45. No. 6, pages 282-286 




AR 


Mitsuru Kuroda, "Innovative Algorithm of Scheduling-Lagrangian Decomposition and Coordination Metiiod", Science of 
Management. Operations Research, Operations Research of Japan, June 1, 2000, Vol. 45, No. 6, pages 263-269 
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